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State of the Lake by Dave Landis, President 

What a wonderful time of the year to enjoy the lake.  The weather 
is cooling down and the heavy boating traffic has transitioned to 
heavy tailgating traffic.  The leaves are again beginning to turn 
and it sets the tone for a nice fall boat ride. 

Speaking of leaves, Mother Nature will do her own job of blowing 
leaves into the lake, please don’t add to it.  To find out why see 
our article inside by our Environmental Chair Jim McGrath. 

A fall boat ride is not like a summer boat ride.  There is less traffic 
but the rules are the same.  Just like the “rules of the road” there 
are “rules of the water ways”.  The fall and winter seasons are 
great times to take a boat course to refresh your boating skills.  
Last week when I was giving my 15 year old granddaughter some 
safe driving tips in her Mother’s car she asked me if she needed a 
license to drive the boat.  “Good question,” I told her, “in some 
states you do but not here in South Carolina.”  “Then how do you 
know what to do out there?”  She pondered.  I told her it is the 
individual’s responsibility to educate themselves on the rules of 
the waterways.   

When you look out over the lake, be it summer or fall, do you think 
everyone is well educated on the “rules of the water ways”?   
During heavy boating traffic do you see a freeway of boats or do 
you see a free for all.  Please be safe out there my friends, take a 
boating course to refresh yourselves on proper boating rules… it 
could save a life, it could be yours.   

In closing, once again, please patronize our Corporate Sponsors 
listed in the newsletter.  They are our neighbors and most have a 
vested interest in keeping this lake clean and pristine.  They 
support us and we should support them.  

See you on the lake! 
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So far this year we have tested 
the water in March, May, July and 
September.  
 
You can see the location of the 
testing on the map and the results 
are shown in the table below. 

2019 Environmental Water Testing 
by Jim McGrath, Environmental 

SAVE OUR LAKE 
by Jim McGrath, Environmental 

Off- tasting water, excessive weeds and algae on the shoreline-none of us want these things 
occurring in Lake Murray but you or your neighbors may be contributing to them.   

What is causing these issues?   

It is excessive nitrogen and phosphorous entering the lake.  Nutrients sound very positive but 
when they are in excess they are pollutants.   

How are these pollutants getting into Lake Murray?  

One of many sources is grass and leaves being manually blown or deposited into the lake or 
burned along with brush on the shoreline.   

The wind does blow leaves into the lake, but we do not need to add to the nutrient burden of 
the lake by adding organic waste that we can take care of in other ways.  

For every pound of leaves that we put into the lake we have POLLUTED one gallon of water, 
and with every bushel of grass clippings that we put in the lake, we can contribute 30 to 50 
pounds of algae growth!  Our lake; our responsibility. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A Dock Sign Makes a Great Gift!   

$50 
  

      
The use of dock signs with the street address has been strongly encouraged by law enforcement 
agencies patrolling the lake since 1998.  
 
A dock sign: 

 Promotes efficient emergency response time for the homeowner and the boater  
 Helps friends locate each other by water 
 A boater in an unfamiliar area can locate a dock sign and orient their location 

 
The LMA dock sign is a standardized size and is reflective for visibility at night when response can 
be critical.  Easy to purchase and you will usually receive in 10 days or less.   

www.lakemurrayassociation.com. 

Membership Auto Renewal coming in 2020 
by Lisa Early, Treasurer 

LMA is considering a change in the email invoicing of annual member dues based on member 
requests.  This change would afford an opportunity for members to auto renew their membership 
every year over a 3-year period.   
 
The invoice will still come from Lake Murray Association, through our secure payment provider, 
Square.  You will have the option to auto renew, but you will not be required to do so.  
 
If you choose to auto renew, your card would be charged in future years on your anniversary.  If you 
choose to auto renew and change your mind, you would notify LMA and the recurring series would 
be canceled.   
 
By implementing this system, we hope to make it easier for members to manage their renewal.  We 
appreciate any feedback on this potential enhancement!   

50 feet to 100 feet No Wake Legislation 
By Joy Downs, Executive Director 

The Lake Murray Association continues to be in favor of a 100 ft no wake zone where there is 
currently a 50ft no wake in effect on the waterbodies in the state as well as the intra-coastal 

Unfortunately, it did not pass the first time it was submitted to the legislature. The bill was not put up 
for a vote in the last legislature, but we have been assured it will be in the next session.  

We feel this is very important for lakes and LMA will work with the other lakes in the state to see if 
we can get support to pass this into law. We are trying to separate it from the law that applies to the 
intra-coastal as those are narrow passageways at times.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boat Engine Maintenance - Fogging, Freezing, Fuel 
by Captain Mike 

Fogging:   

 An engine stored outside is subject to the normal ups & downs of temperature 
 Water condensation will form on internal engine parts just as it does on the outside of your iced tea 

glass with this change in temperature. Left to have its own way this condensation causes rust & 
corrosion.  

 An engine stored without fogging can lose 3% to 5% of its efficiency every year. This is a high price to 
pay considering the expense involved to repair it. 

 ALL marine engines not stored in a temperature-controlled environment should be fogged as a part of 
their winterizing procedure. 

Freezing: 

 Outboards are self-draining but should always be stored with the engine straight up & down to prevent 
rain entry into the lower unit which can freeze & crack the housings. 

 Fresh water systems should be thoroughly drained / blown out & have marine / RV grade antifreeze 
installed. Don't forget the water line & fittings and if you have an air conditioners, heads, showers or 
generator sets they must also be drained & protected with antifreeze. 

 I/O, Sterndrive & Inboard engines must be warmed up, fogged properly then drained of water 
completely. Air does NOT freeze. 

Fueling:  

 E15 is here - do NOT use it in your marine engine. 
 E10 is quite common. Use it if you must but take precautions. 
 Fuel stabilizer - use it ALL the time with every gallon of fuel you buy.  
 Today a barrel of crude (lesser quality) is cracked & recracked & recracked until it is 95% gasoline. To 

make it even worse it's extended with ethanol. This fuel will not store, keep or retain the requirements 
of the legal minimum to be sold as gasoline for very long.   In as little as 30 days the fuel loses its 
"suds" & becomes damaging to your engine. 

 Fuel stabilizer will keep fuel good for as much as 2 years. 
 NO PRODUCT will bring bad fuel back from the dead!  

Read all the tips by going to the Meetings Tab on the website 
 https://www.lakemurrayassociation.com/meetings--events.html 

The Value of your Lake Murray Association Membership 
by Joe Halford, Membership Director 

LMA provides collective representation for individual users on all issues that pertain to the development and 
management of Lake Murray. We work to foster a community spirit among residents, non-residents fishermen, 
boaters and business owners for the good of the lake. When Lake Murray benefits, we all benefit. Our strength 
is in our numbers. Your involvement helps “The Voice of Lake Murray” grow stronger. Our membership 
numbers speak volumes to governmental agencies and other groups. Our dues are minimal, but the rewards 
will be felt for generations. 

You don’t have to live on the lake to become a member!  www.lakemurrayassociation.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Corporate Members:  

Please support our Corporate Members by using their services and recommending them to others.  

Agnew Lake Service 803-781-0399 
Norman Agnew 
P.O. Box 227 
Ballentine, SC 29002 
 

Lake Murray Cruises 803-730-3044 
"Spirit of Lake Murray"  
Ken Colton 
3340 Hwy 378 
Leesville, SC 29054 

Bio Gator 803-749-1140 
Upgrading Septic Systems 
Wal lace  Hubbard  
Chap in ,  SC 

Lake Murray Boat Club 803-407-2828  
Jon Dukes 
Ballentine, SC 29002 
 

California Republic SUP 803-608-5033 
Steve Fisher 
3072 Hwy. 378 
Leesville, SC 29070 
803-608-5033 
 

Nancy Nelson-Embler  
JP & Associates Realtors Magnolia Group 
5140 Sunset Blvd., Suite H 
Lexington, SC 29072 
803-331-0635 cell 803-251-9855 office 

Captain’s Choice Marine 803-532-2270 
3216 US-378 
Leesville, SC 29070 

PilingGuard.com 704-616-7114 
John Rowley   
P.O. Box 5208 
Clover, SC 29710 

Carolina Outdoor Adventure 803-381-2293 
Billy Easterbrooks 
P.O. Box 4262 
Irmo, SC 29063 
 

Pinestraw Place Landscape Supply 803-808-7587
Lewis Grady 
1011 Old Cherokee Road 
Lexington, SC 29071 
 

Carts Plus 803-359-5505  
Ed Horton 
1824 North Lake Drive 
Lexington, SC  29072 

Pontoon Rentals & Tours  803-530-3713 
Ken Hardee 
301 Harbor Heights Unit 15B 
Lexington, SC 29072 
 

The Downing Group 803-381-8950 
Brent Downing 
One Harb ison  Way,  Su i te  115  
Co lumbia ,  SC 29212 
 

Redline Motosports 803-359-2702 
Nathan Stuewer 
138 Beekeeper Ct. 
Lexington, SC 29072 
 

First Citizen's Bank Ballentine 803-781-3414 
Rick Pascal 
P .O.  Box  297 
Ballentine, SC 29002 

Ryan E. Westmoreland CRPC, AAMS, APMA 
Financial Advisor, Ameriprise Financial Services 
311 Meetze Ave. 
Lexington, SC 29072 
803-957-1912 

Huggins for House District 85 803-732-4418 
Representative Chip Huggins, Jr. 
308 Wayworth Court 
Columbia, SC 29212 
 

Sea Tow Lake Murray 803-957-0664  
24hr 803-606-7027 
John Altenberg 
732 West Highway 378 
Lexington, SC 29072 

Jake's Landing 803-359-9268 
Archie Trawick, Jr 
220 Jakes Landing Road #3 
Lexington, SC 29072 

 
Become a Corporate Member today!  
Only $100 annually 



Help Preserve and Protect Lake Murray- Please renew your membership 
Membership expiration is noted in the lower right of your mailing label. 
“The Voice of Lake Murray” 
P.O. Box 495 Ballentine, SC 29002 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Phone numbers- Put on your frig 

Lake Levels: 800-830-5253 
Lake Murray Information: 803-217-8399 
Dock Permits: 803-217-9221 
DNR Information: 803-734-3888 
DNR Law Enforcement: 803-734-4002 
DNR Law Enforcement: after 5/wknds 803-955-4000
Marine Office: 803-951-2564 
Richland Co. Sheriff’s Office: 803-576-3000 
Lexington Co. Sheriff's Office: 803-359-8230 
Newberry Co. Sheriff's Office: 803-321-2211 
Lake Murray Association: 803-749-3888 
SC Legislative Council: 800-734-2145 
DNR Nuisance Animals: 800-922-5431 
Nuisance Wildlife Control: 803-734-3886 

Officers and Executive Committee 

President: Dave Landis 

Executive Director: Joy Downs 

Treasurer: Lisa Early 

Secretary: Nancy Nelson 

Environmental: Jim McGrath 

Government Liaison: Eddie Richardson 

Membership: Joe Halford 

Safety: Lee Ayers 

Web: Diane Urban 

At Large: John Altenburg, Steve Phillips, 
Welcome Mike Kirk! 
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